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Trivia madness sweeps campus LUCC Election Results
Katy Hillbo
Staff Writer

Upon walking into the first floor
lounge of Ormsby Hall Friday, Jan.
25, the unprepared observer might
be alarmed by what they encounter:
In the middle of the room, computers and phones crowd tables at which
students sit like sentinels. Enough
cords to put a LAN party to shame
litter the ground. Off to the side,
there is a table stacked high with
necessities: soda, fruit, bread, crackers, and a plethora of other food
items. Suddenly,
the dulcet tones
of
Lawrence
University
President Jill Beck
fill the room:
“In The War of
1812 Museum’s
Jean and Lillian
Hofmeister building, six caricatures are framed
on the wall of
the
children’s
interactive learning room. What
are their listed
names?”
The
43rd
annual
Great
Midwest Trivia
Contest
has
begun.
The contest,
now a staple at
Lawrence, was established in 1966
by James B. deRosset. Although the
format of the event has changed
over the years, the general premise
has remained the same: Occurring
each January, the contest runs for
50 consecutive hours. Within this
time, questions are asked over the
WLFM radio station and both on- and
off-campus teams phone in to the
station with their guesses.
The addition in previous years of
the action questions and especially

difficult questions, called Garrudas,
has enhanced the Trivia experience.
At the end of the contest, The Super
Garruda, an extremely difficult question, is asked. The Super Garruda
is repeated at the beginning of the
following year’s contest in order
to maintain the title of “World’s
Longest Running Trivia Contest.”
Sounds simple enough, but trivia
is so much more than just, well,
trivial knowledge. Over the years,
the contest has become a phenomenon that can only be truly appreci-

racy board game, and an interesting
use of diapers.
It saw the surprise second-place
finish of the Plantz Hall freshmandominated team, the first representation of a fraternity in Trivia in
a long time, a long and painful
stream of Cher and Prince songs as
a punishment for a lack of phone
answerers, and even some parental
involvement.
“They stopped by to drop off
a pizza, and then ended up eating
pizza and playing Trivia for a while,”
said junior Kyle
Griffin of his parents, who helped
his team, “I went
Greek
because
Kappa
Kappa
Awesome was too
selective.”
Of
course,
nothing encourages such craziness like a little
sleep deprivation.
Most teams had
members
who
were averaging 37 hours of sleep
for the duration of
the contest.
“We don’t see
sleep happening
any time soon,”
said
freshman
Peter Mancina of
team six, “Morgan
Photos courtesty of WLFM.net Trivia Blog Freeman and the
North Side Plantz
ated through experience. It has the Pants Peanut Planters Propose
power to make rational people stay a Purple Potpourri Party While
up for way longer than is healthy, Peter Piper Picks a Peck of Pickled
run around in January in ridiculous Peppers.”
costumes or a lack of clothing altoHowever, the Yuais definitely
gether, and in general, have way took the cake for sleep deprivamore fun than is usually the case tion. After doing a quick sweep of
during the somber winter season.
the room, a team member from
This year’s contest was no excep- team seven, “Bucky’s Banastitudinal
tion. It saw the creation of a human Belisian Bovine Banan Boobies
race car, a team that lost one member for an hour and a half during
the Batman action question, a rather
See Trivia Madness on page 8

Kayla Wilson
Emily Gonzalez
News Editors

Last week, LUCC held its annual
election for president and vice president. Junior James Duncan-Welke
won LUCC president, and junior Jeff
Solberg, the only candidate for the
position, won vice president.
The elections took place
Wednesday, Jan. 23 through 11:59
p.m. on Saturday, Jan. 26, after a
week of postponement due to lack
of student interest. As of the original deadline for declaring candidacy, 11:59 p.m. on Monday, Jan. 14,

would have stunk of corruption and
cronyism in the eyes of the public.
It’s therefore not difficult to understand why LUCC moved to assure
the legitimacy of the electoral process by ensuring that voters would
have a free and democratic choice
for president.”
However, he attributes the poor
attendance at the LUCC candidate
forum and the overall low voter participation to the extended deadline.
As the new president, DuncanWelke wants to “raise LUCC’s profile” within the Lawrence community. “No one knows what we do
or how we do it,” he said. “It’s

Photo courtesy of Facebook
Photo courtesy of Facebook
LUCC President-Elect, James Duncan-Welke
LUCC Vice President-Elect, Jeff Solberg

Duncan-Welke was unopposed.
After Dean Nancy Truesdell’s email announcement regarding the
extension of the deadline, freshman
Casey Shaw circulated a petition
and was subsequently added to the
ballot.
President-elect Duncan-Welke
feels ambivalent about the extended
deadline.
“On the one hand, I recognize
LUCC’s reasoning and understand
their course of action. In a democratic system like we have at Lawrence,
it does seem rather strange that
only one candidate should run for
each major executive position,” said
Duncan-Welke.
“Confirming the two candidates
without an official election — or
even holding an election in which
both candidates ran unopposed —

vitally important that students know
how much LUCC can do for them,
and how many things they take for
granted that LUCC actually has a
hand in.” Furthermore, he wants
to increase communication between
LUCC and The Lawrentian, in an
effort to increase LUCC’s visibility.
Duncan-Welke was “glad to be
elected” and said, “I’m committed
to helping people understand how
LUCC affects their daily lives, and
also to helping people engage in
LUCC so they can help us conduct
our business in a way which makes
the campus community better off.”
Duncan-Welke encourages interested parties to submit their applications for LUCC Cabinet positions.
Students can obtain more information by e-mailing Duncan-Welke at
duncanwj@lawrence.edu.

the week’s events and opportunities at the London Centre. On the
evening of Wednesday, Feb. 20, the
London-based movie “About a Boy”
(2002) will be shown in Wriston
Auditorium.
The last main event of the week
features an English Dinner line at
Downer on Friday, Feb. 22. The line
includes traditional “pub grub,” such
as fish-and-chips and bangers and
mash (sausage and potatoes).
Throughout the week, display boards will be located in the
Library, the Union, Lucinda’s, and
Downer, showing photos of London
sites. Alums will wear “I studied in
London” pins and will be open to

questions about their experience in
London. Tea will also be sent to all
Lawrence professors in a gesture to
promote the London Centre in their
classrooms.
Stoner hopes that this week
“provides ways for them [students]
to learn about the city of London as
well as the program and how great
both are.”

Staff Writer

Lawrence students who have
never experienced British culture
outside books and the movie theater will soon have the opportunity.
During the week of February 18-22,
the Lawrence Off-Campus Programs
Office will host London Week, a new
method of promoting the Lawrence
London Centre.
The London Centre is Lawrence’s
own study abroad program, located in a rented building in South
Kensington, an area near Kensington
Palace in central London. It is a popular study abroad choice for Lawrence
students due to its adherence to the

Weekend

Weather
Source: weather.com

trimester system, making the transfer of credit extremely easy. London
Centre alum and senior Jenny Stoner
added, “London is familiar because
of the English background, but also
[is] a very unique experience in a
very diverse city.”
At the London Centre, students
are enveloped in British culture
through their surroundings and a
core course entitled “British Life and
Culture.” Students also take three
elective courses on subjects ranging
from British history to theater. Of
course, much of their time is also
spent attending concerts and visiting sites in London. On weekends
and term breaks, students can eas-

Saturday

Deborah Nixon

ily visit other areas of the United
Kingdom and neighboring countries.
During London Week, Stoner
and former London Centre Program
Manager and Residence Hall Director
Laura Zuege will organize activities to give students a taste of life
in London. Stoner commented,
“We wish not only to celebrate the
London Centre by reminiscing with
alums on their past experiences and
bringing some of the culture to [the]
Appleton Campus, but also to promote [the] London Centre to all LU
students.”
The week begins on Monday, Feb.
18 with Stoner and Zuege tabling at
Downer, answering questions about

Mostly Cloudy
High 27
Low 19
Wind: WSW at 9 mph

Sunday

London comes to Lawrence: Off-campus Programs' London Week

Comments?
Questions?
Concerns?
Visit our website at
www.lawrentian.com.
Rain/Snow Showers
High 30
Low 21
Wind: W at 10 mph
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SLA hosts speaker Kathy Kelly
April West
Staff Writer

Students for Leftist Action
hosted peace activist, social justice
advocate, and three-time nominee
for the Nobel Peace Prize Kathy
Kelly Thursday, Jan. 31. Kelly gave a
talk titled “To Counter Terror, Build
Justice: Reflections about Security in
a Time of War.”
“Regarding the so-called ‘war on
terror’ which President Bush committed himself to fight, I find it much
more worthwhile to ask ourselves
how we might establish just and
fair relations, including trade relations with other people, and thereby
reduce the justifiable antagonisms
people in other lands might have
toward people in our country,” Kelly
explained in an interview with The
Lawrentian.
Kelly has been to Iraq 24 times
since January 1996. In October 2002,
she joined Iraq Peace Team members
in Baghdad where she and the team
maintained a presence throughout
the bombardment and invasion.
Kelly left Iraq April 19, 2003 and has
returned three times, most recently
in May 2006 when she traveled to
northern Iraq.
“If we insist on taking other
peoples’ precious and irreplaceable
resources at cut-rate prices,” Kelly
said, “then we can expect that there
will be resentment, akin to what
revolutionaries experienced when
fighting against British occupation
of the 13 colonies that eventually
became the U.S.”
She continued, “I think actions
should follow conviction, regardless
of inconvenience. I’m convinced that
we ought not allow wars to sever
the bonds that can form between
ourselves and people who bear the

brunt, both physical
and psychological, of
war’s cruelty.”
Kelly definitely
encourages others
to join her mission.
“Living simply, sharing resources radically, and preferring
service to dominance
are essential ingredients for nonviolent
lifestyles,” she said.
“For students, it’s
essential to reckon
and wrestle with the
reality that the U.S.
has been waging a
‘low-intensity’ warfare
against the biodiversity of the planet. The
inevitable terror facing future generations
will be caused by what
we’re doing to the
environment: global
warming, depletion of
Photo courtesy of Voices for Creative Nonviolence
fossil fuels, and failure to find alternative Kelly in Lebanon in 2006. She has also been to Iraq many times.
about her social justice message in
sources of energy.”
Sophomore Michael Schreiber, books, such as Other Lands Have
treasurer of SLA, stated that Kelly Dreams: from Baghdad to Pekin
provides a unique perspective in that Prison. She is also the co-coordinator
she “addresses poverty at home and of Voices for Creative Nonviolence
abroad as one of the root causes of and is one of the foremost members
of Voices in the Wilderness.
conflict.”
In 1988 she was sentenced to
Kelly has taught in Chicago area
community colleges and high schools one year in prison for planting corn
since 1974. From 1980 to 1986 on nuclear missile silo sites. Kelly
she taught at St. Ignatius College served nine months of the sentence
Prep. She is active with the Catholic in a Lexington, Ky. maximum-secuWorker movement and, as a pacifist rity prison. In the spring of 2004, she
and war tax refuser, has refused served three months at a prison in
payment of all Federal income tax Pekin, Ill. for crossing the line as part
of an ongoing effort to close an army
for 26 years.
Based in the Chicago area, Kelly military combat training school at
acts as both activist and educator. Fort Benning, Ga.
She has also written passionately

Trivia XLIII in Pictures

Top left: Photo by Naveed Islam
Trivia Masters Claire Gannon and Alex
Macartney answer phones at WLFM.
Top right: Photo by Jen Cox
Former Trivia Master Adam Berey '07 discusses a question with Trivia Masters Drew
Baumgartner, Erin Campbell Watson and
Joe Pfender as phone answerers try to
keep their cool.
Left: Photo by Stephen Anunson
Morgan Freeman and the North Side
Plantz Pants Peanut Planters Propose a
Purple Potpourri Party While Peter Piper
Picks a Peck of Pickled Peppers celebrates
after correctly answering a Garruda.
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Headline under construction
Nicole Capozziello
Staff Writer

I headed down to the construction site on a cool Appleton morning
in search of Eric Swanlund, senior
project manager of the new campus center. Despite passing the site
on a pretty regular basis, I had
never actually bridged the gap and
entered the construction zone until
Tuesday.
I hesitated outside the Boldt
trailer, reading the “Hard Hat Only
Zone” signs posted around the
entrance with an unusual amount of
care for my own self-preservation.
I didn’t know what to expect,
though I held the vague hope that
the experience would somehow
involve a hard hat. I entered the
trailer, quite out of my element,
obvious from the 100-percent alpaca
wool hat on my head down to my
already-muddy shoes. I spent the
next 20 minutes or so talking to Eric
Swanlund before venturing down to
the construction site.
Swanlund took on the 19-month
project of the new campus center
over a year ago, when he began looking over budget information and
plans. While this is not the longest
project he has worked on, there
have been a few complications along
the way. The first difficulty was stabilizing Sage when breaking ground.
Luckily the high clay content of
Appleton’s soil, as evidenced all
over my shoes, proved to be of help
in stabilizing the building.
Another setback has been the
harsh winter; at its peak last week
construction had to stop entirely for
three days due to the cold.
As senior project manager,
Swanlund’s duties include managing
budgets and contracts and meeting

with Lawrence representatives about
the campus center’s progress. His
workday begins at 6:45 a.m. with a
meeting of the construction team.
“My favorite part would definitely have to be the variety of
day-to-day work,” said Swanlund. “I
get to deal with all different kinds
of people which keeps things fresh
and dynamic.”
Before breaking ground on
the new campus center, Swanlund
worked on a variety of projects
such as a local hospital, a couple of
state prisons, and the Kohl Center
in Madison.
Swanlund received a construction management degree from the
University of Wisconsin-Madison
and then went on to work for the
Boldt Company, beginning as a field
engineer. His interest in construction was sparked while working as
a construction worker during the
summers while finishing college.
“I found it fascinating to watch
things go from plans to reality,” said
Swanlund. In the last 13 years, he
has worked throughout Wisconsin
as well as going so far as to work on
a project in Kentucky.
When it came to heading down
to the construction site, I followed
Swanlund through rock, mud, and
clay. He explained that there are currently about 25 people in the field
right now, though this will climb
to 80 people in August. Currently,
work has started on the second
level, which will be completed in six
to eight weeks. While this is the view
some residents of Sage experience
everyday, I stood, or rather struggled for balance, above the future
campus center in awe. Though the
hard hat wasn’t yellow, my dream
nonetheless was realized.
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After The Bubble bursts Scientist of the Week: Christopher Laumer
Keeping busy in the real world

by Caitlin Williamson

Photo courtesy of Stephanie Kliethermes
After graduating from Lawrence in 2007, Kliethermes finds herself in grad school and in other activities.

Stephanie Kliethermes '07
for The Lawrentian

Breathe. Relax. Smile. These
words sounded like a broken record
in my mind as I hesitantly anticipated life after Lawrence. I know some
of you may be counting down the
days until you graduate, but I wasn’t
so sure that I was ready to be done
with LU. It had been home for four
years and now the daunting realities
and responsibilities of being an adult
loomed before me — well, kind of.
I, like many Lawrentians before
me, decided to pursue more schooling after graduation. In other words,
I wanted to put off the real world a
little bit longer. Why not, right?
You can now find me in the
College of Public Health at the
University of Iowa pursuing a master’s degree in biostatistics — and
please don’t give me that ‘look’ that I
get every single time I talk about my
current endeavors. You know, the
raised eyebrow, the scrunched nose,
“you-gotta-be-crazy” look.
To all you non-math types, this
field may seem somewhat like a
foreign language, but really it’s very
straightforward. Biostatistics is simply statistics applied to the biological and health sciences. It’s an exciting field in which I hope to meld my
math and English majors with my
passion for sports and exercise.
Some may say I was overcommitted at Lawrence — and they’re
probably right — but I enjoyed every
second of it. Upon graduating and
moving to Iowa City, I resolved not
to get committed and instead focus
primarily on classes. Yeah, right; that
didn’t last long. I now find myself
going to classes, assistant teaching
an intro to biostatistics course, playing intramurals with my classmates,
mentoring a rambunctious second
grader as a Big Sister, and coaching
a group of girls for our local chapter
of Girls on the Run. And guess what?
I still love it!
So, what’s it all like? Classes are
going well and are comparable to
the rigor and demands of Lawrence
courses. Not every graduate program is the same, so I am hesitant
to generalize my experiences; however, I do believe Lawrence has prepared me extremely well. I find that
Lawrence has fostered my ability to
think critically and communicate,
both on paper and verbally, in a

very advantageous way. These skills
are so incredibly important when
collaborating in any field, and the
ability to voice a well-reasoned opinion is extremely respected among
my classmates, professors, and yes,
students.
Speaking of students, not even
three years of tutoring at the CTL
could have prepared me for some
of my experiences as a teaching
assistant first semester. As part of
my appointment, I am responsible
for teaching two breakout sessions
each week. No problem, right? Maybe
I should mention that a majority of
the students were doctors and nurses. Although intimidated at first, I
quickly found a manageable comfort
level.
You’ll have the high-minded doctors who feel they don’t need to
learn statistics — especially from
a 22-year-old — but on the whole I
found a genuine interest and appreciation for my efforts. I attribute
much of my success in this new
role to my classes and professors at
Lawrence, both of which instilled in
me a quiet confidence in my ability
to interact on the same level with
these professionals.
In the end, though, I look back
at my days spent in Briggs learning
proofs on my white board or Main
Hall discussing the Houyhnhnms of
Gulliver’s Travels or even my many
hours spent on the table in the
training room and realize Lawrence
taught me much more than academic
prowess.
I have learned how to persevere, I
have learned the importance of trust,
and I have learned the true meaning
of dedication. Lawrence taught me
the value of humility and hope, the
ills of defeat and doubt, and the joy
of giving and integrity. And most significantly, I’ve learned what it means
to just be me.
I’m confident that Lawrence
taught me different things and prepared me differently than it will
each and every one of you, and that’s
what makes it so unique. Sure we
exist together in this place deemed
“The Lawrence Bubble,” but within
this bubble is the chance for creativity, individuality and growth.
Yes, there is life beyond the
Lawrence bubble and it’s full of wonderful opportunities, experiences
and privileges; yet the outside world
wouldn’t be what it is without LU.
Go Vikes!

Senior Christopher Laumer is working toward a
double major in biology and geology. He is currently
conducting a research project with Dave Hall, associate
professor of chemistry, involving the identification of
proteins within the shells of hard corals.
“I’m working on a project to determine at least one
or several of the proteins that a hard coral uses to build
its skeleton,” Laumer said. “We have found evidence
that there are proteins embedded within layers of calcium carbonate that help form the crystal structure and
help guide the nucleation of these crystals, and no one
really knows what those are.”
The work is tedious, and involves several lengthy
processes just to obtain an extraction of protein to
sample from the coral. He is specifically studying
Photo by Sarah Davies
Pocillopora damicornis, a type of hard coral.
“It’s very frustrating; I’m not a biochemist by trade,” Laumer
said. “I’m doing this because I’m interested in bio-mineralization and this is very much a new approach for me.
You pick it up as you go.”
Although Laumer is interested in the research he is conducting, it is only a pet project for him. His true
interests lie in evolutionary relationships between animals.
The project is “sort of an idea I had and liked,” Laumer said. “It’s probably not my primary interest in the
sciences; it’s simply a project I’ve picked up. I’ve done a few internships over the past several summers that have
helped guide my ambitions and they’re pretty different from the project I’m currently working on.”
Last summer, Laumer was a student at Dartmouth College and worked in a molecular biology laboratory
there, sequencing animal genes.
“I was sequencing them to determine the evolutionary relationships of the animals they belong to, which were
sponges,” Laumer said.
“[My favorite part] was playing with the different means of analyzing data,” he continued. “When all was said
and done, I had a thousand amino acids that were all lined up and all aligned relative to one another. You can
analyze those in many different ways; it’s really sort of a philosophical choice. You get different evolutionary
relationships based on what kind of analysis you do, which is a little problematic, but it’s a good way to learn
where the strengths and weaknesses of this sort of molecular data lie.”
During the summer of 2006, Laumer had an internship at the California Academy of Sciences in San Francisco.
He was able to work with a paleontologist who studies Cenozoic bivalves.
“I learned a means of quantifying the shapes of these things and was able to use it to analyze some patterns
of shape evolution within a larger group,” Laumer said. “To the outward eye it might seem that I gave up my
geological roots, but I got interested in evolution and evolutionary relationships through paleontology. And I still
believe paleontological data are pretty essential to unraveling the grand scheme of animal evolution.”
Laumer is planning on pursuing his interest in evolutionary relationships by attending graduate school
after Lawrence. He was accepted this week into a doctoral program in the Department of Earth Sciences at the
University of California in Santa Barbara, but he is not positive yet where he will end up. However, Laumer does
know what he wants to do with his degree.
“Research is where it’s at for me,” Laumer said. “If I could, I’d love to become a curator at a natural history
museum someday.”
Spending time marveling at the miracles of nature in museums is what cultivated Laumer’s interest in geology and biology.
“Natural history museums are just a wonderful catalog of the diversity to be found in nature,” Laumer said.
“Somewhere not very deeply buried inside me is a 10-year-old that just likes seeing gross things with tentacles
or the next neat bug under a rock.”

Volcanic Modeling and the Hawaiian Islands
Daniel Fulton
Gennady Malyshev
Emily Peck
Corey Zehfus
for The Lawrentian

A recent study in geophysics has
shed new light on the formation of
the volcanic Hawaiian Islands. Most
people know that the islands of the
Aloha State grow due to undersea
volcanic eruption; molten rock
released deep on the ocean
bottom cools and hardens,
forming a mountain on the
seabed. As the process continues the mountain grows, eventually breaking the sea surface
as the beginning of an island.
Each of the islands in the
Hawaiian chain was formed in
this way.
But the islands share other
common geological features,
the cause of which are not
immediately obvious, as well
as the underlying mechanism
for their creation, and the
perpetuation of the basaltic magma flow that is their
source.
The study — a collaboration
between
the

Laboratoire de Géophysique Interne
et Tectonophysique in Grenoble,
France, the Laboratoire de Sciences
de la Terre de France and the US
Geological Survey Hawaiian Volcano
Observatory in Hawaii — uses finiteelement computer modeling, to
investigate the mechanics of the
islands’ formation process.
The model was first based off of
and constructed using a year’s worth

of earthquake events in the island
chain. Next the model was verified
against over one thousand seismic
data from the Kilauea volcano. The
hind cast run of the model indicates
that when the islands reach a large
enough mass, the force of their
weight may actually rupture the
ocean bed, creating new channels
for magma to flow and create new
islands.

Photo courtesy of Veronica DeVore '07
Using finite-element computer modeling, a study is being conducted of the Hawaiian Islands' formation.
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Dangerously low wind chills
keep kids out of school
John Lee
Kate McGinty

Courtesy of the Appleton Post Cresent

Thousands of Fox Valley schoolchildren were spending today away
from classrooms after a winter storm
slashed through the state Tuesday
sending wind chills dangerously low
and making highway travel treacherous.
Temperatures plummeted more
than 50 degrees over much of the
state by early today as blustery
winds and a few inches of snow
that created blizzard-like conditions
Tuesday night turned much of the
Valley into a moonscape.
“We didn’t want kids walking
to schools or taking buses in these
dangerous conditions,” Appleton
Supt. Lee Allinger said today. “We
were particularly concerned about
outlying areas … with drifting, blowing and poor visibility. It just wasn’t
good out there.”
In downtown Appleton before the
brunt of the storm hit late Tuesday
afternoon, Mary Bissing-Olson was
enthusiastically undaunted. “Bring it
on,” she said.
Bissing-Olson, of Appleton,
whose nose turned red even though
she was bundled up against the nasty
conditions, called the snowfall exciting. For her, the biting wind, bitter
temperatures and snowfall conjured
images of curling up by a fireplace
and gazing out the window.

“As long as you don’t have to go
anywhere in it, it’s great,” she said.
“It might be a little too cold, but otherwise I like winter, so bring it on.”
Predictions of as much as 6 inches of new snow did not materialize. Appleton received 3½ inches of
snow Tuesday through Wednesday
morning, according to the National
Weather Service in Green Bay. The
Post-Crescent measured 2 to 3 inches elsewhere around the Fox Cities.
Although less than expected, the
snowfall was enough for winds of
over 30 mph to whip across roads
and sidewalks and into people’s
faces.
Lone pedestrians hustled down
the streets of downtown Appleton
late Tuesday, their hoods pulled
tight around their heads. Most were
quiet, unwilling to pause in the cold
for anything, and the only sounds
that filled the air were the scraping
of windows and sloshing sounds as
cars whizzed past.
Diane Schuler, of the Town of
Menasha, cringed at the snow blowing in her face, but said the recent
40-degree temperatures didn’t fool
her. She had braced herself for
another cold spell.
“It’s January. It’s Wisconsin. If
you’re giving up on winter weather
this early, you shouldn’t be living in
Wisconsin,” she said.
The wind and cold caused scattered power outages across the state.
In the Valley, Time Warner called in

morning crews at 2 a.m. to fix wires
knocked down by trees and reattach
metal connectors pulled apart due to
the cold, said company spokesman
Bill Harke.
Customers with bundled services of telephone, cable and Internet
access were without all three services in places.
After being spoiled by a January
thaw a couple of weeks ago, and
weather that started above freezing
Tuesday, a reminder of Wisconsin’s
January punch quickly hit home.
The low temperature of 15
degrees below zero in Appleton was
reached at about 8 a.m. today, and
it carried a wind chill of 42 degrees
below zero, conditions that cause
frostbite in just a few minutes.
Today’s high temperature wasn’t
expected to move above zero, the
weather service predicted, although
the winds were expected to diminish.
By early evening Tuesday, all
state highways except in the far
southeastern corner of Wisconsin
were listed as either snow-covered
and slippery, slippery in stretches or
ice-covered and hazardous.
Three of eight scheduled arrivals between 8 p.m. and midnight at
Outagamie County Regional Airport
in Greenville were listed as delayed.
No departures were scheduled,
according to the airport Web site.
An arrival and a departure were cancelled this morning.
Dispatch records showed 101
traffic accident calls between
Calumet and Outagamie counties
between 7 p.m. Tuesday and 7 a.m.
today.
The Winnebago County Sheriff’s
Department tallied 76 cars in the
ditch and six crashes from 12 p.m.
Tuesday to 5 a.m. today.
No serious injuries as result of
crashes were reported.
Outagamie County plows and
sanders were pulled off all highways
except U.S. 41 by early Tuesday evening, and weren’t put back on duty
until early today.
Periods of heavy snow mixed
with strong winds made for hazardous conditions, said Staff Sgt. Mike
Heisler of the Outagamie County
Sheriff’s Department.
“It’s the blowing that’s causing
some whiteouts in rural areas,” he
said.

Volunteer and Community Service Center Updates
WEB ADDRESS:
http://www.lawrence.edu/dept/student_dean/volunteer/home.html
Summer Volunteer Opportunity
Grant (SVOG)

http://www.lawrence.edu/dept/student_dean/volunteer/forms.html

THERE WILL BE A SVOG INFO
SESSION ON:
Wednesday Feb. 6th from 4:30
- 5:30 in the Coffee House

VOLUNTEERS
DESPERATELY
NEEDED for a project at Wilson
Middle School.

Complete your volunteer registration form online to receive weekly
updates on volunteer opportunities:

It involves leading a discussion with
a group of middle schoolers focusing on fundraising and setting goals
for a fundraiser they are doing
in the following weeks. You will

have a script to follow and will be
thoroughly prepped as far as what
will happen, and any questions you
have will be answered prior to the
event. It is a great opportunity to
reach out to our community and
help Wilson Middle School with the
service component of their Global
Awareness Week.
Please email samantha.r.gibb@lawrence.edu
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Ensuring universal health care:
insurance for the
future
Ryan Day
Columnist

The number of people who are
uninsured in this country ranges
from about 44 million to about 47
million, depending on which article
you read. These numbers can be
shocking and perhaps become even
more shocking when one realizes
that this is approximately 16 percent of the U.S. population.
Proponents of the current private
health coverage system, however,
like to break those numbers down,
and there is some merit in that.
A cooperative study between Blue
Cross Blue Shield and the Actuarial
Research Corporation broke down
the 2004 census statistics about the
uninsured like this:
Of the 44.7 million people registered as uninsured, one third could
be reached through programs like
Medicaid or the SCHIP program,
which helps insure children.
Of the total uninsured population, one-fifth may be able to afford
health insurance, as they earn more
than $50,000 per year.
Upon first glance, this may seem
like pretty compelling evidence, but
the same study states that half of
the people registered as uninsured
likely cannot afford health insurance.
These numbers are still shocking, as they mean that more than 20
million people in the United States
cannot afford health insurance. And
it is only getting worse as the prices for health coverage continue to
inflate. In fact, the number of people
registered uninsured since 2000 has
risen by 7 million people. Between
2004 and 2005 alone, the number
rose by 1.3 million.
Being uninsured has dire consequences for both people and the

economy. Of course, the argument
for people is easy: There are millions of Americans out there who
cannot afford the healthcare they
need. This is a moral issue, and
while I believe that millions of
people not having access to healthcare is a huge problem, if someone
does not believe this, I’m not likely
to convince him otherwise.
There are, however, similar
consequences for the economy of
the U.S. Millions of people cannot get preventative care, which
means that their conditions worsen. Once the health problem is life
threatening, doctors are obligated
to treat it, whether the patient has
health insurance or not. Hospitals
pay $34 billion every year treating the uninsured for preventable
illnesses.
That kind of spending is taking a toll on the economy. In 2005,
healthcare spending came in at
16 percent of the gross domestic
product of the U.S. Countries such
as Canada and France — who
provide health insurance to every
citizen — spent 9.7 percent and
9.5 percent, respectively.
Less spending doesn’t lead to
worse care, either. In a study of the
number of preventable deaths in
a country per year by the London
School of Hygiene and Tropical
Medicine, France ranked best with
only 64.8 deaths per 100,000 people. Canada came in fourth. Where
was the U.S. on the list? Absolutely
last, with 109.7 deaths per 100,000
people.
Ellen Nolte, one of the researchers of the study, attributed the low
ranking of the U.S. to the millions of
uninsured citizens.
So where am I going with this?
The U.S. needs to figure out some
way to get every single citizen
health insurance coverage. Private
insurance companies just aren’t cutting it any longer, and we need
some sort of universal healthcare
policy in the United States to ensure
proper healthcare is available to
every citizen.

Cons of going
universal
Stephen Flynn
Columnist

Ryan Day and I see the same
problem: An unacceptable number
of Americans suffer preventable
deaths, which can be attributed
to the millions who cannot afford
health insurance. We all want more
people to have access to higher
quality healthcare. Where Day and
I differ is the direction our country
should be moving to solve this problem. He wants more government
involvement in the healthcare industry while I believe that the healthcare costs can be reduced by better
government policies that facilitate
competition in a freer market.
There are many factors driving
the rising cost of healthcare — too
many to explore in this article. But
one of them is defensive medicine,
where doctors order usually unnecessary tests for patients that in
order to mitigate a potential malpractice lawsuit. In this case, government power is being frivolously
wielded against medical providers
thus increasing everybody’s healthcare costs, and this is something
that should be reformed.
The largest component of
increased healthcare costs, 57 percent
of it, is inflation according to a 2006
report by PricewaterhouseCoopers.
Inflation is caused by the Federal
Reserve printing money to fund
government deficit spending.
Universal healthcare would
cause government spending to skyrocket and increase the deficit. A
bigger deficit would lead to more
inflation which pushes healthcare
costs up. If you increase taxes to
make up for the deficit then you risk
stunting economic growth.
If we want more people to have
access to affordable healthcare, we
need to free the healthcare market.
Ask anybody who took introductory economics: a free market where
prices fluctuate according to supply
and demand is a more efficient way
to allocate resources than the type

continued from page 1
of central government planning that
a universal healthcare system would
require. We need federal laws to
create an even playing field between
employer-provided healthcare and
individually purchased plans.
Employer-based health insurance was a creation of the government as the National War Labor
Board during World War II exempted
fringe benefits such as healthcare
from a national wage freeze. To this
day, employer-based health benefits
are tax deductible and employees
are used to the idea of health benefits, which they demand during the
job hunt.
Federal laws that mandate different standards between group and
individual healthcare plans should
be abolished. Employers shouldn’t
have the upper hand that makes
individual plans impossible to flourish. Creating a free market where
patients and doctors, rather than a
third party, makes the majority of
economic decisions would increase
competition between providers
and drive down costs thus making
healthcare affordable to those millions who don’t have it now.
I don’t want to completely write
the laws off. Government can play a
useful role in a deregulated healthcare market by promoting transparency and oversight through prosecuting misleading contracts and
fraudulent advertising. Government
should also help the poorest and
most vulnerable members of society
pay their medical bills since nobody
wants to see people literally dying
in the streets.
Those like Day who want universal healthcare promote their cause
with the best of intentions, and with
good reason. Healthcare costs are
skyrocketing and people are dying
at the hands of heartless insurance
companies. However, the current
system is screwed up because of the
same kind of government intervention that Day wants to ultimately
enhance.
Universal healthcare would be
too expensive for the taxpayer, too
burdensome for the providers, and
would actually make the quality of
healthcare worse rather than better
in America.

Read Green: People and their surroundings
Jess Vogt

for The Lawrentian

We, as humans, have a major
problem. Though we have a capacity to reason greater than all lower
beasts and plants, we are remarkably
good at ignoring our surroundings.
While we are well-suited to noticing
other individuals of our own species — “That new girl is cute,” or
“Ooh, look! Jack and Suzie are eating
brunch together!” — we are rather
blind to many other species.
Now, of course I’m not referring to that dog across the street
that barks all night and wakes you
up, or those piranhas you’re feeding goldfish to for your neighbors.
Species that are pets we find hard
to ignore.
Nor am I referring to the hanging fern your great-aunt got you as
a Christmas present — she thought
it’d look nice in your dorm room.
Plants we garden or eat we similarly
find cause to notice — though perhaps you should have watered that
fern when its leaves started turning
brown.
However, domesticated flora
and fauna notwithstanding, humans

in modern society don’t think of
the environment surrounding them.
How did we get to such a state of
disconnectedness with nature, when
biologically as a species we are built
to need such connection?
Humans evolved through millions of years from our chimpanzee
counterparts, and as we moved away
from their appearance, we retained
for many years their life history patterns: We are still omnivores (save
vegetarians and vegans, of course),
we still use tools, we still have
sex for pleasure (but don’t tell the
Catholic Church), we still share food
(as long as there’s enough), we still
gossip (don’t lie, you do it), and we
still do a host of other things.
Granted, whereas we used to
have to forage for berries in the forest and hunt for meat in the savannah, the food we eat now comes
from Woodman’s or Downer and is
highly processed or packaged.
And the tools we use are no
longer critical to our survival — critical like the sharpened rock or the
termite stick — and are often ridiculous and unnecessary, such as the
apple corer or the Bowflex or any
other late-night infomercial item.

And while sex and gossip might
not have changed much, the rest
of our social system has become
highly complex. Human society
now contains as many human-created gadgets, systems, and problems as individuals: apartment
buildings, cities, roads, cell phones,
computers, iPods, cars, money,
malls, Fox television, the Supreme
Court, Parliaments, poverty, Nike,
Abercrombie, oil fields, militaries,
missionaries, manicured lawns, etc.
And through all this, we have
completely become disconnected
from the natural world in which we
originated and on which we rely so
much. We need soil, water, sunlight
and plants to grow food to eat. We
need open space for beauty and
recreation. We need animals both
to eat and for companionship. We
need trees and forests for oxygen to
breathe. And ecosystems need to be
intact for nature to continue to provide these things for humans.
Humans living in 100-story
apartment buildings in the middle
of a smoggy, dirty city could theoretically go their entire lives without
seeing a tree, or an open space with
plants and animals. All they see is

Trivia Madness
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the manufactured environment of
a city. And because they get everything they need to survive from a
store, they don’t even feel any need
to recognize the nature behind their
food, clothing or shelter.
Because of this disconnect, they
can’t possibly be called upon to
care when the TV set tells them that
human carbon emissions are causing global warming (“What?! We just
got the most snow before Christmas
we’ve had in years!”). Or that the
world’s fisheries are beginning to
collapse ("Woodman’s still had salmon on sale last week"). Or that the
rainforest is being cut down ("Still?
But we’ve been cutting it down for
years. If it was really bad, someone
would have done something about
it"). Those in cookie-cutter suburbs
think the same as well as those on
manicured corporate grain farms.
The environment is in trouble:
Though a true look at our surroundings would support our recognition
of this fact, we ignore it. Though
the scientific evidence proves it, we
deny it. Though we are called the
beings of the highest mental capacity on the planet, we don’t act it.

Benevolently Bouncing Beerylou,”
said, “There are people here who
haven’t slept.”
On the other side of the action
were the Trivia Masters. Selected after
a grueling audition process, these 11
Lawrence students wrote the questions, delivered the questions on air,
answered phones, calculated scores,
judged action questions, and otherwise kept Trivia running.
Among them were: Meghan
McCallum, Joe Pfender, Erin Watson,
Drew Baumgartner, James Antony,
Chelsea Seremeta, Nathan Lane,
Alex Macartney, Claire Gannon, Tim
Phelan, and Peter Bennett. The Grand
Master, senior James Eric Prichard,
oversaw and organized the entire
contest with the help of the Trivia
Masters. Along with this, all of the
Trivia Masters were required to be at
the station at all times, excepting two
four-hour breaks.
“I think that the craziest part
about being a Trivia Master was that,
even though I am used to staying
up late and I had played Trivia for
two years, it was so different as a
Trivia Master. Even though I thought
I knew what to expect, it was so much
more than that,” said junior Chelsea
Seremeta.
Although a stressful job, Seremeta
said that the increased campus
involvement really made Trivia fun
this year and that she “thank[s] everyone who was involved this year.”
The contest ended with the traditional closing ceremonies. As shivering teams waited in front of the
Conservatory steps at 1:20 a.m., trading friendly jeers with each other, the
Trivia Masters arrived. Marching like
royalty through the parted crowd,
they made their way to the top of
the steps and commenced their traditional chant.
Awards such as a broken telephone, a protest sign and a bottle
of what appeared to be Clamato
were awarded to the winning teams.
Off campus, these were: Sub Prime
Iowans in third place, 6 Feet Under
in second, and Bank of Kaukauna in
first. On campus, the winning teams
were: 1972 Soviet Baskyetböl Team
Club in third place, Morgan Freeman
in second, and Bucky’s in first.
After the prizes had been awarded, the Grand Master, with sword
and glowing staff in hand, proceeded
to name next year’s Grand Master,
junior Erin Campbell Watson. Watson
will be the first female Grand Master
in 25 years.
About her recent appointment,
Watson said, “Trivia uniquely bridges
the gap between Lawrence and the
outside world, and it’s a great way
for Lawrence students to put their
eccentric knowledge to use. I’m pretty
excited to have absolute power over a
large group of Trivia fanatics for 50
hours, but I’m glad I have a year to
prepare.”
She also feels excited, if a little
nervous about her position as the first
female Grand Master in 25 years.
“I’ve received a lot of positive
reinforcement about that from some
female trivia players, which feels
pretty good, but also gives me even
more incentive not to screw up,” she
said.
Trivia provides a needed release
for people suffering the winter doldrums, and seems to be getting more
and more of a following every year.
The dedication of diehard Trivia players and Trivia Masters alike keep this
a tradition that proves that in fact,
there is a place for random knowledge.
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St yle ,
more st yle!
Men
This week we’re talking about
men’s clothing: What is up with what
some guys wear? What should they
wear? What’s good and bad? (Guys:
read on! Please! It will make you
happy! There are several football
references!)
JC: Can we talk about berets?
I saw a bad beret incident in the
library the other day. It was on a
guy, too.
EP: Guys and accessories: generally a tricky road to walk. Especially
hats. Berets might not be the best
choice. However, baseball caps are
also overrated. It’s like, if you have
bad hair, fix it — don’t just cover
it up!
AA: So many guys hide their
hair, but whether it’s because you
are used to wearing a hat or because
you are unhappy with how your hair
turned out that day, sometimes it’s
perfectly acceptable to let your hair
flow free and wild. By taking off the
hat, guys can show admirers that no,
there isn’t a scary bald spot or crazy
dye-job underneath that hat — just a
gorgeous head of hair.
DW: Also, button-down shirts
don’t have to be saved for special
occasions, though several guys on
this campus do know this.

EP: Okay, did you know that
some guys do not know how to wear
sweaters and button-downs as a
combination? It’s a good one though
— and clearly a better choice than
sweatpants. On that note: more guys
should wear T-shirts and jeans when
“dressing down” instead of resorting
to sweats. Especially the same old
athletic sweatpants day after day
after day....
KW: As most people probably
know, I’m morally opposed to sweatpants in public. They are meant for
the gym. If my boyfriend wore them
to class or wherever, we would need
to have a serious conversation. Also,
on a side note, white undershirts are
not acceptable as shirts.
EP: You know what is bad: white
tanks like that under unbuttoned
shirts. Luckily for everyone on earth,
it doesn’t occur a lot anymore.
KW: I realize that for many guys
at Lawrence, dress pants do not
even register as an option unless
absolutely necessary. So then why is
it that when they are forced to dress
up, guys end up wearing pleated
pants — a major faux-pas. Perhaps
they should be against some national
dress code.
JC: I’m having this harsh realization that I genuinely do not notice
some guys unless what they’re wearing is so heinous that it brings tears
to my eyes. Case in point: I think it
is imperative to wear clothes that fit.
I am terrified of the winter coat with
elastic waist band combo with beret
on a guy.…
AA: I’m going back to the sweatpants comment: I understand that
they are comfy and all that, but I
believe that people feel better in
general when they have taken time
with their appearance, which would
make Lawrence both a happier and
prettier place. Now I think we should

talk about guys’ shoes, because of
the large number of guys who fall
victim to the white puffy basketball
shoe. Streamlined shoes are the way
to go, mainly because they will make
your feet look better instead of bigger. I’m pretty sure that Lawrence
boys do pretty well in this department, though.
DW: I agree. You know what else
guys should do with their shoes? Tie
the laces. I haven’t noticed a lot of
this going on lately (or maybe I’ve
just become desensitized to it), but
it’s simply unattractive when you
hear and see guys shuffling into a
room because they haven’t taken one
minute of their time to tie the laces.
Pause for ALL of us to realize that
we are inciting the gods of Fashion
Karma against us…or possibly a sizeable portion of the male population
of Lawrence.

AA: Let’s come up with some
good stuff to say, such as how
Lawrentians are so versatile with
layers. I’ve seen some sweet get-ups
like this lately.
EP: Guys who do stuff right. Let’s
see: tucked in shirts with appropriately well-fitting pants. It’s not hard
to put together a good look if you
have the right basics, and this is
something that I think is often lost
on men.
EG: I definitely think writing
about what guys do right is a good
thing. For example, well-fitting jeans
on a guy are extremely attractive.
EP: Guys, buy good jeans. Grab
a female friend to take with you,
or take notice of the men’s fashion
advice in magazines before heading
to the mall (note: Tom Brady is gorgeous, has a supermodel girlfriend,
AND wears good jeans!). Jeans
should hug in the right places, and

should fit just above the hip bone,
if not right on it. Baggy jeans are
no longer in for men, neither are
waistbands falling around the knees.
On a similar note, super-skinny jeans
can be a challenging look (depending
on how indie or emo you’re feeling).
Jeans should also be dark: universally flattering, universally in style.
Dark jeans will be in style forever.
Torn-up jeans will not.
AA: I agree with you about dark
jeans! This is a little-known fact
about jeans: if they are dark, you can
pretty much get away with wearing
anything you want on top.
EG: I also really like guys who
know how to properly wear hats. To
get back to Jen’s beret comment, I’ve
seen a few guys pull off those floppy
berets, but there’s also a fine line
here. I feel like you already need to
have the ‘semi-bohemian/emo’ look
going to do the beret.
KW: I think that outerwear is
pretty important, too. There are a
few guys I’ve seen around who wear
nice jackets, pea coats for example.
Especially when paired with a nice
scarf. Never underestimate the power
of outerwear. Please guys, wear a
grown-up coat, and not some sort
of jacket proclaiming your favorite
sports team.
AA: I’ve seen some fashion-forward guys on campus wearing pea
coats or just nice-looking black or
brown coats, and it makes them look
mature and handsome. I don’t want
to make anyone throw their Packers
or Patriots jacket out, but maybe
those should be saved for special
occasions (like game day).
EP: Good job with the strategically placed football references, all.
Women know stuff about more than
just clothes!

H E LP TH E EN V I RONM ENT
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Letters to the Editor
Having left our fine institution
years ago, I still find myself reading The Lawrentian for some odd
and unexplainable reason. I found
an article last week titled “Dean
Marti Hemwall leaves Lawrence
after 22 years,” and after reading
it, I had a few questions (please
tell me you did too).
In particular, I’d like to know
why someone goes so quietly. Why
did Dean Marti Hemwall not comment on her departure? All I am
looking for is one short comment
like, “Thanks for everything but
I need to seek opportunities that
will challenge my abilities in a
new capacity more aligned with
my beliefs,” or some equally vogue
phrase being used in the corporate world.
Massive amounts of change
have blanketed every corner of
campus life of recent, both good
and bad.
A new building is going up
and that is monumental for our
small campus. But one change that
I find alarming is the condensing of administrative duties and
powers to a smaller group of
individuals (no doubt a loss of our
beloved diversity).

I really like isosceles trapezoids
because I can cut perpendicular to
the end of the smaller baseline and
get a triangle that fits into the other
end to make a rectangle. I like this
because it equalizes the two previ-

Who now holds onto the
duties that Dean Marti Hemwall
once held? Is she going to be
replaced? How many others have
recently “quit” and how many
have replaced them? The answer
just might surprise you. Just like a
lack of diversity has its downsides
within a student body, a loss of
diversity has negative connotations at the administrative level
as well.
Within the administrative
bureaucracy at Lawrence, this
loss represents a loss in checks
and balances and new ideas. Both
are sad realizations. I would like
to think ideas are shot down,
enhanced or replaced by equals
at my beloved LU. How does this
happen with a restricted, diluted
staff? Maybe it’s a lack of funds,
maybe it’s nothing, and maybe it
is a malicious power grab. Maybe
— and most likely — we will never
really know. I just hope you all
question it as it happens.

Benjamin Dictus, ‘06
Oxford, OH

ously unequal baselines.
Rhombi and parallelograms can also be cut to
fit nicely into rectangles, although
in their case the two baselines end
up exactly the same length. This is

I begin with a disclaimer:
Humorless readers should proceed with caution, for this brief
composition will feature both
petty personal comments and
snide remarks. Those looking to
broaden their perspectives should
stop reading immediately and take
cover at a convocation.
I am not being paid to defend
The Lawrentian. In fact, I’m not
sure that any amount of money
could persuade me to defend such
a shoddy and backwards publication. I have no doubt that, were we
living in 18th-century London, The
Lawrentian would be written by
greasy little men in the attics of
Grub Street (a little inside joke for
the English majors) and scorned
by the likes of Swift and Johnson.
However, the staff of The
Lawrentian works hard to fill the
newspaper with a wide range of
material meant to appease a lot
of people: students, staff, alumni,
community members, and stalker
parents.
Reading a certain letter to the
editor in last week’s issue had me
on the verge of tears, and not just
because its composers used the
word “remonstrances.” To think
that certain individuals
cannot find laughter in
the inane comments

a little futile in my
opinion, although
some say this helps them see
more eye-to-eye. But — BUT! Most
of all I like non-isosceles trapezoids
because when I cut them, I have to

of some poor girl named Kayla,
or the obscene amount of time
and energy wasted on an in-depth
analysis of Ugg boots, is disheartening.
Campus has never been in
such dire need of cheer, considering the threat of meth labs,
the imminent closure of Lucinda’s,
and the aftermath of trivia weekend. Unfortunately, some people
are wound up tighter than J.B.
Sivanich’s pants. How is that for a
remonstrance?
So, if you find it difficult to
laugh at what is intended to be
funny, I encourage you to laugh
at the people who intended it
to be funny, but who were so
sorely mistaken. Or, laugh at the
dubious quality of the Photo Poll,
where images look like pictures
from cell phone cameras. Laugh at
headlines like “Swimmers enjoy a
LUSTy season,” headlines that are
so terrible, they could be found
in Fox Valley Technical College’s
newspaper.
If you can’t find humor in the
tasteless fodder, or the unintentional blunders, get back to your
studies — you can read a prosaic
snooze-fest when you get to grad
school.

Alex Bunke
Class of 2009

really masterfully plan and execute my scissor snipping to create
equality. I used to feel alone in this
liking, but my mind is changing.

James Antony, 2009
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Drunk in
Love
Zach Patrick-Riley
Beauty and the Beard
with

My boyfriend has been growing
some sort of beardlike fluff on his
face this winter, and to be honest, it
kind of turns me off. How can I let
him know that I want him to shave
without hurting his feelings? Should
I just hope he shaves it off eventually?
-- Craving some clean
All right, first and foremost you
definitely should let him know as
soon as possible. Although I think
beards are pretty sweet (at least
mine is), a lady friend of mine might
think the opposite. You don’t want
to think “ouch” or “yuck” when you
kiss him.
Now, speaking on behalf of guys
here — we are proud to be able to
grow a beard. For some reason it
makes us feel older and also may
just keep our face warm. But even
though it would be difficult for me
to hear that a lady friend of mine
didn’t like my proud facial achievement, I would try to appreciate it.
That’s the good news. If you go
about telling him the right way,
no feelings or arguments will be
provoked.
With this in mind, the best piece
of advice is to be as subtle as possible!!! Be sensitive to your Mountain
Man’s feelings. Behind that hearty
beard there is still some vulnerability. The bad news is that if you say
it the wrong way, his feelings will
be hurt AND this beard thing might
turn into a yearlong fiasco.
So because I am nice, and I am
a victim of girls not being subtle, I
will offer you a few potential suggestions of what sorts of things you
should say and avoid saying.
Don’t say things like:
“Honey, give up the beard
already — peach fuzz is for seventh
graders, not college guys. Wait a
couple more years.”
“There’s no way I am going out
in public with you ... It’s like I’m
going out to eat with my dog.”
Or a classic, “I won’t kiss you
unless you shave it off.”
These are the worst sorts of
things you could say, and they have
strong potential to hurt his feelings.
Although the idea of him not being
able to kiss you may provide some
incentive and he might do it, he easily might hold in some bitterness.
The key is to tell him constructively and use positive persuasion as
opposed to negative. Here are some
potentially good comments to use:
When you’re lying next to each
other cuddling, you may say something like, “You know babe, I have
almost forgotten what you look like
clean-shaven. From what I remember, the smoothness was pretty
sexy.”
Or when you’re touching hands
say, “You know, the sensation of
your smooth skin really gets me
going. Let’s mix it up a little: How
about I get a razor and we get down
to business?”
All in all, when thinking of how
to get your bearded beast to be a
clean-shaven prince again, just use
some tact and think what sorts of
things you would or wouldn’t want
to hear about somewhere on your
body, such as your haircut, legs, or
... well, you get it. Just be nice.
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Staff Editorial

for quitting Food Services for a
cushy job at the library. I hope to
help you by outlining several conveniences and the acceptability of
taking advantage of them.
Invented by Otis Elevator, elevators vary in their acceptability.
A complex algorithm that factors in elevator speed, capacity,
number of floors, and warmth of
alternative stairways determines
the level of appropriate use for
each elevator. The Colman elevator should only be used if you are
moving in or out, or if you want
to turn the lights off and ring
that little bell. The Sage elevator
can be used unless you are going
to the second floor, and the Hiett
elevators can always be used but
can you guys please not barf in
them?
Handicap buttons at doors
are OK to use if you are carrying
something heavy, but not if you
are pushing something. We all
know that you can hold the door
open with one hand and push
or pull the cart with the other,
and pretending that you are Reed
Flygt just makes you look weak.
In the winter you should not
use the buttons unless you are
forced to because your needless
laziness will make everyone in
the building cold, and our tuition
is not paying to heat the whole
neighborhood.
It is acceptable to sleep or
watch a movie instead of reading
the assignments for a class session. I know how hard it can be
for you to read, and I know that
much of the content confuses
you. We all know that you are
more of a “watching movies” kind

Editors for Opinions
Freedom of the press allows Americans freedom of speech through
print and publication. This is a basic lesson learned in most political
science, history or civics classes; it is also a basic lesson learned simply
through life in this country.
We do not make exceptions to these basic rights inside the
Lawrence bubble. In fact, we as a staff would like to think that we
strongly encourage the free expression and the discussion of thoughts
and opinions. Most of this discussion takes place on the Opinions and
Editorials page, a space which we reserve for the expressed opinions of
students, faculty, alumni and The Lawrentian staff alike.
Readers may have noticed a late influx of serious letters to the
editor, which are placed weekly alongside several student-written editorials and columns. What is important, vital even, is that all of these
express the opinions of their writers. Letters, columns and editorials
are all valuable vehicles for expression, albeit all of a somewhat different kind.
It’s important to keep in mind that everything that appears on these
pages is opinion. Everyone is welcome to contribute to discussion, to
provide criticism and argument, as well as new perspectives. It is only
through this discussion that we will be able to grow, not just as a student body but as a society.
Anger and disrespect, without intellectual basis, directed towards
the views printed on these pages gets us nowhere. If you take issue
with something you read in The Lawrentian, please write to us. Let
us know, thereby letting your fellow students, as well as faculty and
alumni know.

James Eric Prichard
Columnist

Lazy Sunday
The ease with which most
of us go about our daily lives
makes us lazy. Colmanites will
not party at Trever if it is too cold
out, although students at many
schools would find the distance
between the two dorms laughable.
Colmanites are also complaining because Lucy’s will close once
the campus center is built and
they do not want to walk to the
east side. But the residents of
Colman are not the only offenders, even if they are the biggest
milquetoasts on campus and seriously need to buck up.
The Sage Cage would grind to
a halt if its elevator were to shut
down, and art majors don’t have
the energy to take real classes.
Some conveniences, however, are
acceptable: No one will blame you

The opinions expressed in these editorials are those of the students,
faculty, and community members who submitted them. All facts are as
provided by the authors. The Lawrentian does not endorse any opinions
piece except for the staff editorial, which represents a majority of the
editorial board. The Lawrentian welcomes everyone to submit their own
opinions using the parameters outlined in the masthead.
It was brought to our attention that we gave false information in last
week's staff editorial. We would like to retract the statement that the offices
of Raymond House and Brokaw will move to the Campus Center upon
completion. The Lawretian regrets the error.
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of guy, as opposed to a “reading
books and learning” person.
We only ask that you do not
try to compensate for your laziness by reading the SparkNotes
and working extra hard during
class discussions. If you’re going
to be lazy, just embrace it and
do not try to fool anyone; your
attempts are remarkably transparent.
Choosing classes based on
their times is not only appropriate, but advised. Studies show
that students who get sufficient
sleep perform better academically than those who do not. They
also show that students who willingly take 8:30 classes are idiots.
Anyone who likes getting up that
early must hate partying, and
therefore socializing, and therefore must not have friends. These
people must spend their evenings
playing Scrabble against a computer and writing letters to the
Lawrentian that complain about
“snide remarks.” These people
should realize that we did not
miss them at all when they were
abroad.
People should not write poor
columns just because they are too
lazy to make something worthwhile.
One example of a poor column
is “the list.” A list column takes a
simple premise and expands it
until it hits the author’s word
count. The ultimate in journalistic fluff, it teaches nothing and
is a literary marshmallow. “Meta”
self-referencing is equally uncreative. If you don’t have anything
to talk about in your column, why
not talk about the column itself?

EDITORIAL

Whether Kathy Kelly likes it or not, war is the answer
Steve Swedberg
Columnist

While walking around campus,
I have seen posters for Kathy Kelly,
which is Students for Leftist Action’s
(SLA) speaker for the month of
January. Observing the poster with
the faded peace symbol in the background gives me a strong notion
that this speech will consist of “give
peace a chance” and “remove our
troops from Iraq.” After all, Kelly
is a pacifist and the coordinator of
Voices for Creative Non-Violence.
When it comes to my perspective on the Iraq War, it really is a
mixed bag. I do not approve of how
we got there. We entered the war
under the false pretense of preemption when, in reality, the Iraq
War has merely been a preventative
war. The information regarding the
WMDs, which got us into the war,
was faulty at best. It has cost us billions of dollars of taxpayer money

Heath Ledger
A feminist’s lament
Brighton J. Fowler
for The Lawrentian

Heath Ledger’s premature death
— he was found dead in a SoHo
apartment next to a bottle of sleeping pills last week — is a tragic
but all-too-familiar Hollywood tale.
Ledger will be missed by fans and
feminists alike. Yes, that’s right
folks. Feminists.
I guess I could go the route
of deconstructing his past roles
and exposing him as a patronizing,

and 4,000 American lives.
My criticism of the war, however,
would have to stop there. Stopping
a brutal tyrant from killing and
torturing his own people is always
a plus. It’s definitely beneficial that
Saddam hasn’t been giving $25,000
to the families of Palestinian suicide
bombers. We are also in the process
of building an ally in that region of
the world, something that American
foreign policy can use. It’s also
great that we are helping to build
democracy for millions of people.
More importantly, a simple
geography lesson will bolster the
pro-Iraq policymakers’ stance. We
currently have troops stationed in
Afghanistan, as well as troops in
Iraq. What is between those two
nations? Iran! Iran is an Islamist theocracy that is building up its nuclear
program. “President” Ahmadinejad
has already publicly announced that
he intends to wipe Israel, America’s
greatest ally, off the map. If a situation like this can strike fear into a
oppressive supporter of the masculine hegemony, but I just ain’t that
kind of gal.
Okay, well, maybe I threw up
a little bit in my mouth when I
saw him and Mel side by side on
the American battlefield in “The
Patriot,” promoting the heroic masculine myth of our country’s humble
origins.
Yes, and if I wanted I could criticize the chivalrous and archetypal
masculinity of his character in “A
Knight’s Tale,” but in all fairness he
was really just a nobody pretending
to be a somebody.
And, I must admit, I certainly
can’t deny that I was truly upset
for his young and naïve wife in

Left-leaning organization such as
the Anti-Defamation League, it’s
safe to say that Iran is going to be
a huge part of American foreign
policy in the near future.
What is difficult to fathom
is the interconnectivity that Iraq,
Iran, and Israel all have. Looking
at each of these issues as separate
is a mistake. They are each fronts
of a global jihad. And this isn’t
something that began with 9/11,
either. Although I would argue that
this Islamic extremism, in effect,
started with the creation of the
Muslim Brotherhood in 1928, it
really started taking hold in the
1970s. The Munich Massacre at the
1972 Olympics, the Iran Hostage
crisis of 1979, 9/11 and the London
bombings in 2005, are just a few
of the attacks amongst the long
list of those perpetrated by radical
Muslims. It is not only the brutality
and shamelessness in which these
attacks are carried out that scares
me. It is the fact that they are moti-

vated by a religious fervor to kill
all the infidels (i.e., any non-Muslim
and any Muslim who disagrees with
the radical interpretation), and the
fact that they are patient enough
to wait for decades on end to carry
out their goal of global jihad. What
is most unnerving, though, is that
they are growing in number. In
spite of all the horrific attacks we
have seen already over the years,
we haven’t seen the worst of it. If
they’re growing and we’re becoming
more complacent or apathetic about
the issue, they will win, and by the
time that happens, the words “I told
you so” will have no bearing on the
situation.
Personally, I would love to see
Kathy Kelly, a non-Muslim woman,
walk into the headquarters of Hamas
or Hezbollah and try to discuss
non-violent alternatives with them.
It would probably result in her
beheading. In her speech, I’m sure
she will utter something along the
lines of “War has never solved any-

thing.” This is utter nonsense. After
all, war not only solved slavery in
America, but also Nazism, communism, and various other incidences
of genocide...you get the point.
What Kelly and other pacifists
need to get through their heads is
that this is an enemy that has no
respect for international law, does
not believe in the sanctity for life,
and will not, under any circumstances, succumb to peace with the
“infidel.” Evil such as this has never
been vanquished by a peace treaty.
Appeasing to the enemy has never
worked, either. Neville Chamberlain
would know best: No matter how
much it pains us to admit it, war
is the answer. War has eradicated
many evils in the past, and now, we
must use war to eradicate the evil of
Radical Islam.
As always, I appreciate comments or inquiries to my articles.
You can send those to my e-mail
address at swedbers@lawrence.edu.

“Brokeback Mountain,” whom, as
we all well know, he cheated on with
gasp another man — and whom he
later impregnated in real life.
But the Ledger that I will always
remember, love, and miss is the
complicated, often tortured, always
beautiful, but never typical character that he exposed to us in film.
From the first time I laid my hormonally charged adolescent eyes on
Ledger in “10 Things I Hate About
You,” I knew there was something
different about this leading man.
His brand of masculinity did
not fit the insensitive, beer-guzzling
teen hunk that I was so used to
seeing. This guy had the confidence
to be a shaggy blonde, sport tight

leather pants at a fem punk show,
and shed his criminal reputation
and neo-masculinity for the “bitchy”
girl.
Oh yes, amen, the blossoming
feminist within finally had a character to drool over, that was a far
cry from the JTTs or Freddy Prinze
Juniors that the media fed to me as
the ultimate objects of my teenage
desire.
And even though I thought his
marital infidelity and lack of honesty in “Brokeback” was downright
despicable, any man who has the
courage and confidence in his own
masculinity to have the least effeminate gay sex that has ever been portrayed in a major Hollywood film

gets my full-fledged feminist stamp
of approval.
This is a man who was constantly bending the heteronormative gender stereotypes in his acting roles,
in his unconventional relationship
with Michelle Williams, and in his
somewhat androgynous, risky and
unpredictable masculine style.
On behalf of myself and all the
other campus feminists whom I am
unofficially representing in this article, my deepest sympathies are with
Ledger’s family, friends, and fans
alike, and I sincerely hope his legacy
of flexible masculinity will continue
to persist despite his absence.
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Wind Ensemble features trombone virtuosity
Amelia Perron
Staff Writer

In the midst of Trivia weekend, the Lawrence University Wind
Ensemble, under the baton of
Professor Andy Mast pulled off a
not-at-all trivial concert Saturday
evening, entitled “Blue Shades,” featuring associate professor of music
Nick Keelan as trombone soloist.
Keelan gave a standout performance playing the “Bourgeois
Trombone Concerto,” a challenging
piece by all accounts. “It’s a piece
few people know, because it’s not
played a lot,” said Keelan.
He added modestly, “It takes a
while to digest.” He cited the prevalence of sustained notes in a range
of volumes and the fast technicality
of the third movement as challenges
that a potential performer faces.
The piece is not without chal-

lenges for the accompanying wind
ensemble. Co-principal trombonist
Dustin Zimmerman remarked, “It’s
surprisingly challenging for the section. Usually we’d be silent in a concerto like this, but there are a lot of
exposed passages.”
“One of the hardest things,” said
Keelan, “is to play the fast passages at a volume to be heard.” This
means, of course, that the ensemble
has to play quietly enough to remain
under the soloist.
Mast, while admitting that the
ensemble had a “big mountain to
climb” in preparing the work, also
pointed out the relative “accessibility” of the learning process. “It’s difficult, but not in terms of ensemble,”
Mast explained. “It’s not terribly
difficult to get together.”
The final product was well executed, on the part of both ensemble
and soloist. “My biggest concern was

tempo,” Mast remarked. “Either too
fast or too slow could have killed
him.” But according to Keelan, “Dr.
Mast is a machine. He nailed all the
tempos.”
As for Keelan’s solo work,
Zimmerman said, “I would kill to be
able to play that concerto like that.”
Keelan, a seasoned soloist who
strongly encourages his students to
become proficient in both classical
and jazz styles, will be performing
more solo works later this year in
Neenah and Kenosha.
Another highlight was Dorothy
Chang’s “Sunan Dances,” based on
a Chinese melody. As the listener
easily discovers, the piece quickly
departs from the Chinese musical
tradition, with the use of a modern,
Western harmonic vocabulary.
Chang explained in her program
notes, “While it is an unmistakable
reference to the Far East, my intent

in incorporating elements from traditional Chinese music was not to
emulate but rather to reinterpret and
react to the music that surrounded
me [during her visit to China].”
Mast admitted that it is “not a
melody you’re going to be singing all
day,” but he appreciated the “rhythmic, driving qualities,” the “close,
dense harmonies,” and the “bright,
strident colors.”
The concert concluded with
Ticheli’s “Blue Shades,” the title
piece of the concert. “It’s not a
jazz piece,” Mast explained, “but
it has jazz and blues influences.”
The listener can clearly hear the
influences, in the sounds of the
clarinets, trumpets, and trombones,
and the offbeat rhythms, but no one
would completely mistake the Wind
Ensemble for a jazz ensemble. In any
case, Mast said, “It’s a wonderfully
fun piece.”
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Coming to
your senses
Movies
Friday, February 1
“Strange Wilderness”
“The Eye”
“Over Her Dead Body”
“Caramel”
“Shrooms”

The Biological and Chemical Agents Crossword
ticides that smells like
newly mown hay
20. Removes people
who are ill with contagious diseases from the
general public
21. Fever spread from
person to person by
body lice
25. Gas introduced as
a weapon during World
War I
26. Harmful microorganisms including viruses
and bacteria
29. Toxin that can be
made from left over
waste from the processing of castor beans
30. Can take the form of
bubonic, pneumonic, or
septicemic

DVD
Tuesday, February 5
“Across the Universe”
“The Brave One”
“Elizabeth: The Golden
Age”
“Feast of Love”
“2 Days in Paris”

Down

Across
5. Illness caused by plague bacteria caused when infected
fleas bite humans
7. Medications that attempt to neutralize a toxin
10. One-celled microorganisms that contain several components within the single cell
11. A muscle-paralyzing disease that develops after person is poisoned with said toxin
12. Addition of this to the water supply has resulted in less
tooth decay
13. Inflammation of the brain
15. Separates people who have been potentially exposed
to an infectious disease
16. Nerve agent used by a Japanese cult in the 1995
Tokyo subway attack
18. A disease also known as Rabbit Fever or Deer Fly
Fever
19. Industrial chemical used to make plastics and pes-

1. Virus with symptoms
including heavy bleeding from multiple sites
2. Medications that can
be used to kill harmful
bacteria
3. Poisonous substances produced my microorganisms in certain
infectious diseases
4. Bits of DNA or RNA that need to infect living cells to
survive and multiply
6. Choking agent used in World War II, also used in household products
8. Disease characterized by skin lesions and high fever
9. Source of contamination is usually the feces of an
infected person contaminating the water supply
14. Severe pneumonia of unknown origin
17. Bioweapon of choice against newscasters
19. Epidemic that affects a large portion of the population
22. Blood agent often given to spies as suicide pills in spy
novels
23. City of 1995 subway attack
24. Last name of individual who conducted the first successful smallpox “vaccination”
27. Flu caused by group of influenza viruses that circulate
among birds
28. Nerve agent possibly used in the 1980s during the
Iran-Iraq war

Music
Tuesday, February 5
Samamidon
“All is Well”
Sheryl Crow
“Detours”
Jack Johnson
“Sleep Through the Static”
Hot Chip
“Made in the Dark”
Nada Surf
“Lucky”
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Australian Baroque Brass says “G’day” on period instruments
Sonia Emmons
Staff Writer

“Can you just humor me and say
‘G’day, mate?’”
John Foster, Artistic Director of
the Australian Baroque Brass, posed
this question to his audience in the
Chapel on Monday, Jan. 28. The
question came after he spoke briefly
(and with the delightful accent that
can be expected from the group’s
name) about the period instruments
on which they perform. In short, it
appears that news of Americans’
obsession with foreign accents
— particularly those which include
words such as “G’day” — has traveled as far as the southern hemisphere.
The Australian Baroque Brass
delivered an impressive performance
on Monday evening, as part of their
USA Tour 2008. The six-member
ensemble, founded in 2003, is distinguished for playing on authentic
Baroque brass instruments. These
instruments include two Baroque
slide trumpets (which look like trombones), a natural horn (ancestor of
the modern-day French horn), and a
sackbut (ancestor of the modern-day

trombone). The group also includes
an organist and a soprano singer.
First things first: I am not above
admitting that the word sackbut is
funny. Warrick Tyrrell, whose name
was mistakenly — and humorously
— printed as Warrick Tyrrell Sackbut
in the program, explained that the
Baroque trombone’s name comes
from the French words for “push”
and “pull.” However, since neither
pousser nor tirer sound anything
like sackbut, he concluded that the
exact origin of that funny word is
unknown.
In an accent that never lost its
charm, the performers each did a
nice job explaining and demonstrating what differentiated their period
instruments from the modern brass
instruments used by the brass players in the audience (who made up
most of the audience). The main difference is that Baroque brass instruments lacked valves, and only had
vent keys for intonation, or pitch
accuracy.
Lawrence junior and trombone
player Tim Phelan commented that
the performers sounded “really
awesome” on potentially “cruddysounding instruments.” He also said,

“They looked like they were drinking is considered to be a form of highly by Dieterich Buxtehude (1637-1707).
from the trumpets.” While brass and elaborate beauty.
The organ loomed high above her
woodwind players are accustomed
Lawrence University’s organ- and the air seemed to rumble and
to having fluids in and around their ist Kathrine Handford showed her ripple when she struck the low
instruments, as a string player, this impressive musical technique, and notes.
concept is still slightly unnerving with no performers blocking her,
With any luck, the Australian
to me.
the audience was able to pay close Baroque Brass will return to Lawrence
The soprano Anna Sandstrom attention to the remarkable coordi- for another concert, or even just a
was featured in two stunning nation of her hands and feet as she lecture. As long as there is speaking
selections: “Amarilli, mia bella” by played the magnificent “Toccata” involved, I’ll be happy.
Giulio Caccini (15511618) and “Lungi da
te, mio bene,” an aria
from W.A. Mozart’s first
opera, “Mitridate,” written when the composer
was only 14 years old.
Sandstrom’s pure, crisp
voice followed an ornate
trail that was perfectly
styled for the Baroque
music.
The word Baroque is
actually a French transliteration of the Portuguese
phrase “pérola barroca,”
which means “irregular
pearl,” and the word was
first used with a derogatory meaning to suggest
excessive ornamentaPhoto by Jenna Fitton
tion. Today, the Baroque Members of the Australian Baroque Brass performed as part of their USA Tour 2008 in the Chapel Monday night.

“Daratt” explores unlikely relationships
Kirsten Rusinak
Staff Writer

French films always make me
feel romantic, but most of life’s love
is not romantic. It exists platonically
between people who were born into
love and agree to take care of each
other: grandparents, grandchildren,
aunts, uncles, cousins, siblings, parents, and children.
“Daratt” (2006), the most recent
installment of The Tournées Film
Festival, by director Mahamat-Saleh
Haroun, examines the unlikely relationship between two men: Atim,
the main character, and Nassara, the
man who killed his father during the
devastating civil war (1965-1993) in
Chad before he was born.
“Daratt” is the first film of the
festival to take place outside France.
It’s easy to forget that entire countries of North Africans round their
mouths and utter the throaty French
“r” on a daily basis, but the sensual
French language against the backdrop of a very different culture adds
to both the cinematic quality and
historical intrigue of the film.
The scenes of Chadian villages
are quaint with narrow roads, like the
villages of France, but colors appear
on the screen flat and unadorned,
as part of the architecture of the
landscape directly lining a cerulean
horizon.
However, like many films based
in Africa, such beauty surrounds
imagery that screams out socioeconomic messages in the form of
starving children, ignoble soldiers,
genocide, religious division, distrust
and crowded, chaotic streets.
At the beginning of the film
we learn through a radio broadcast
that The Truth and Reconciliation

Commission has decided against
The film is 96 minutes long,
condemnation of those responsible and is very quiet and pensive. Much
for the genocide during the civil war. of the film takes place in Nassara’s
Atim’s grandfather asks his grand- bakery, showing the two men makson to take the matter into his own ing bread together with only the
hands by giving Atim his father’s sound of the oven and the baking
own gun to kill Nassara. When Atim process — the film is not about
arrives in Nassara’s village, how- dialogue. Instead, the viewer is able
ever, he finds a bread baker instead to listen to what is not said. The
of a ruthless killer, who donates most powerful scenes are ones that
to the poor and seeks redemption embody Atim’s attachment to his
through regular attendance at the blood as his father’s son, which
local mosque. Atim hides his identity erupt sporadically, revealing Atim’s
from Nassara until the end of the internal turmoil.
film, and their relationship develBe sure to attend the next film, “A
ops in ways contradictory to Atim’s tout de suite,” which will be shown
original motive. Eventually, Nassara at 7 p.m. in Wriston Auditorium,
wants to adopt Atim as his son.
January 31 through February 2.
Haroun
reveals
that love between people, even in the most
trying circumstances,
is more natural than
hate and violence. In
the end, Atim proves
a stronger man than
Nassara and the other
civil war perpetrators,
by finding a way to
both cure his grandfather of his agony over
his dead son and save
Nassara’s life.
A person’s capacity for justice is
embedded in one’s
conscience. Nassara
and the grandfather
both lose a son. Atim’s
eagerness to please
his grandfather, contemplative nature,
and both his rejection
of and submission to
Nassara’s love determines the men equal
Photo courtesy of Google.com
"Daratt" presents the story of an unlikely pairing of friends.
in their loss.

Artist Spotlight:
by Anna Hainze

Skyler Silvertrust

What is at 9 p.m. on
Sundays in the Coffeehouse,
characterized by an impressive (at times bordering on
ridiculous) number of colorful signs, and has a house?
Not Swing House, not Beta,
Photo courtesy of Facebook
but SoundBoard, of course.
This week’s featured artist, the illustrious Skyler Silvertrust, created
SoundBoard as “an attempt to get people to go watch some music
other than jazz or classical at this school,” a noble cause at such a
music-focused university as Lawrence. Highlighting solo acts, student
collaborations, and even themed nights, i.e. Christmas Soundboard,
Skyler’s organization has come a long way in recent years — featured
artists have run the gamut from Paul Karner to Travis Fondow, who will
be performing in a few weeks and is really not an artist at all.
Despite all of his musical involvement at Lawrence, Skyler is not
actually a music major, but rather just a guy who enjoys music, but
is bad at theory and sightsinging. He also happens to have interests
outside of music, a big problem when one studies in the conservatory.
Forced to take violin lessons when he was just seven years old, Skyler
never guessed that this coercion would lead him to Lawrence, where he
plays in the LSO and just recently gave a truly impressive recital.
Skyler’s raw musical talent, however, does not end with the violin’s
sweet tones. In fact, he’s pretty excited about the new rap duo “Goofus
and Goofus,” which includes both he and James Eric Prichard, and
features “innovative raps about love and other such feelings.” Our featured artist also enjoys experimenting with hip-hop mash-ups on his
computer, but don’t think that he is entirely hardcore. At the end of the
day, what Skyler really likes to do is watch his favorite Astor Piazzolla
DVD or rock out to Busta Rhymes “Break Ya Neck” and… the Mountain
Goats. Not even a little hardcore.

WLFM DJ Top 5 list: Best Albums of the 1990s
Mac Watson
for The Lawrentian

Nirvana, “Nevermind”
This album was the early ‘90s.
For better or for worse, Cobain and
Nirvana changed rock music.
Wu-Tang Clan, “Enter the Wu-Tang

(36 Chambers)”
Wu-Tang stripped hip-hop of all
the jazzy production of Tribe and
the politics of PE, and helped shape
the future of hip-hop, along with
the solo careers of all of Wu-Tang’s
members.
Radiohead, “OK Computer”
Drawing on influences as broad

as Ennico Morricone and DJ Shadow,
“OK Computer” was Radiohead’s
crowning achievement in the ‘90s.
Radiohead made their educated,
complex sound mainstream.
Red
Hot
Chili
Peppers,
“Californication”
In the last year of the ‘90s they
finally perfected what they worked

on the entire decade. With catchy
hooks, funky baselines, poetic lyrics,
it all fits.
Dr. Dre, “The Chronic”
There were better rap albums
in the ‘90s, but Dr. Dre’s solo debut
defined the sound of rap music for
at least the next five years. Snoop
Dogg, Warren G, and Nate Dogg

all got their start on this album.
Perhaps the most important thing
about the album, however, was the
image of hip-hop it tried to sell; it
is an image still trying to be sold to
this day. Most pop rappers are trying
to sell the gangster image Dr. Dre
invented in “The Chronic.”
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Sports in the Fencers victorious at weekend tourney
real world
Chiara Terzuolo
for The Lawrentian

Kyle Nodarse
Staff Writer

Let me start by openly admitting that I am a Chicago Bulls fan. I
have been my entire life, and I have
Michael Jordan to thank for that. I
have stayed a Bulls fan through the
few years they were terrible and the
years that followed Jordan retiring
again. I had high hopes for this season, as did every other Bulls fan, and
so far I am beyond disappointed.
But my issue is not necessarily
with their record or even necessarily
with the Bulls themselves. There is
something I just don’t understand
about the world of professional
sports. Why is it when a team of
highly paid players begins their season as terribly as the Bulls did this
year, 7-13, that the coach gets fired?
Scott Skiles led the Bulls to
three straight 40-plus win seasons,
led them to three straight playoff
appearances, and has twice been
named coach of the month. Yes, the
Bulls started the season slow. But is
that really his fault? He had the same
group of guys in Ben Gordon, Loul
Deng and Kirk Hinrich last year and
started off the same way. He ended
up with 49 wins last year.
Is it his fault that management
didn’t pull the trigger on a trade that
would have brought arguably the
best player in the game today to his
team? No, it is not. Is it his fault that
the style of basketball he coached
worked so well when his starting
point guard did his job and failed
miserably when Hinrich couldn’t hit
the basket to save his starting job?
Not at all.
The point is that team management of the Bulls and many other
owners in all of the professional
sports (see George Steinbrenner of
the New York Yankees and Al Davis
who owns the Oakland Raiders), are
so quick to blame the coach for the
results of a team that the coach did
not put together.
Skiles is not to blame for the
team’s inconsistency. It is not his
fault that the management left a
team intact that has matured together over the years but all of a sudden
forgot how to play inspired team
basketball.
In all professional sports, owners
and team managers refuse to blame
themselves for the team they have
paid for. Instead they fire coaches
who have done their job. Scott Skiles
was given a young, inexperienced
group of kids three years ago and
has taken them to the playoffs each
of those years. If he has one off season, does he deserve to be fired? I
don’t believe so.
Maybe owners and managers
should take responsibility for their
own actions instead of deflecting
blame onto the coaches.

Last Saturday, Jan. 28, the
Lawrence fencing team traveled to
UW-Madison.
The Men’s Sabre squad posted a
4-1 record, defeating teams from UWMadison and Northwestern University,
as well as others. The Men’s Foil squad
went 3-2. Men’s Epee, with two first
time fencers, posted a very respectable 2-3 record.
The Women’s Foil squad rampaged through, and went 3-1. The

Women’s Epee and Sabre
Teams were slightly hampered due to injured fencers. Nonetheless, the twowoman Epee squad tied
with Minnesota.
The upcoming tournament for the LU Fencing
Team, the Northwestern
Duals, will include top
teams from all across the
country, such as Penn
State, Stanford, Ohio
State and Johns Hopkins
University.

for The Lawrentian

The red-hot Vikings added to
their seven-game winning streak by
defeating Illinois College last Friday
and Grinnell College last Saturday.
However, both wins did not come
easy for the Vikes. Hard work and
constant perseverance seemed to
be the answer for this weekend’s
games.
Friday’s game was a battle
throughout. In the first half, the
score was tied five times and no team
was ahead by more than four points.
The half ended with the Vikes down
34-36. The unfamiliar trailing at the
half was due to uncharacteristically
poor shooting, as the Vikes shot 1033 from the floor, including 3-9 from
three-point range. The Blueboys did
not shoot much better, shooting 1338 from the floor.
The second half was much more
favorable for the Vikes. Much like
the first half, the game toggled back
and forth for the majority of the
second. The Blueboys’ largest lead
was six points, with just under 11
minutes left to play.
The Vikings fought back and battled to a tied score with four minutes
remaining. Senior Andy Hurley broke
the tie with a pair of free throws, followed by a free throw and two threepoint shots by junior Ryan Kroeger
to extend the lead to 9 points with
just over two minutes left.
The Vikes maintained the lead
with free throws and good coaching
as the game ended 84-77 in favor of
the Vikings. The Vikings had four
scorers in double figures, making a
case for Lawrence’s offensive power
being difficult to defend.
Kroeger led the Vikings in
scoring with 18 points and four
assists. Junior Doug Kadison had a
great game as well, going 5-7 from
the field with 15 points and five
assists. Seniors Ben Rosenblatt and
Hurley also significantly added to

the Viking scoring with 14 and 13
points, respectively.
The long road trip continued
with Saturday’s contest against the
exciting Grinnell College Pioneers.
Saturday’s game had no resemblance to the last time these two
teams met at Alexander Gymnasium
on January 18. Lawrence’s game plan,
much like other teams’ game plans
against Grinnell College, changed
into a more lay-up based offense to
counteract Grinnell’s heavy shooting
from the perimeter.
The last time the two met,
Grinnell shot poorly from the field,
creating a less competitive game.
However, Saturday’s game was much
the opposite as Grinnell began the
game shooting sharp, in their hopes
of defeating Lawrence and ruining
their eight-game win streak.
Grinnell’s fast-paced offense with
better shooting proved successful as
they ended the half just shy of 50
points. The Vikings counteracted the
Pioneer offense with high-percentage shooting, as the lead changed
four times throughout the first half.
The Vikings’ largest lead of nine was
reduced as the Pioneers began to
heat up before the half with a 15-3
run. The score at the half was 49-46
in favor of the Pioneers.
Once again, the Vikings came out
of the locker room with the idea that
losing was not an option. Lawrence
quickly gained and maintained a
lead for a large majority of the second half. However, the Vikings saw
a tied score with a little more than
three minutes left in the game.
Junior Chris Page decided to take
over — as he did throughout the
game — and scored eight of the
Vikings’ last 14 points, adding to key
free throws by Kroeger.
Lawrence’s lead was not large
enough, as it was cut to two with
26 seconds left in the game by a
three-pointer from Grinnell’s Bobby
Long. After some ball possession,
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Lawrence		
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84
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LU fencers stick it to top schools last weekend.

Men’s basketball continues winning streak
Douglas McEneaney

Lawrence University

Rosenblatt was fouled, with 14 seconds left.
The crowd of 1,050 roaring, hearts pounding, Rosenblatt
approached the line, knowing that he
had to make at least one free throw
to give the Vikings a healthy lead.
After missing the first free throw,
Rosenblatt rose to the challenge and
hit the next, forcing the Pioneers to
hit a three pointer for a tie.
The Pioneers were stopped short
as Grinnell’s Mike Schmidt missed
two attempts from three-point range
in the closing seconds. The Vikings
once again ended the game victorious, 109-106, shooting 78 percent
from the floor without a single threepoint attempt.
Although it was a great team
effort, a venerable game record was
broken by one player in particular.
Page ended the game going 20-24
from the field, scoring a total of 48
points. The previous Viking record
of total points in a single game was
held by Jason Holinbeck, ‘05, who
had 47 points. Page’s previous career
high in a single game was 18 points.
Hurley went 9-13 from the field,
ending the game with 23 points and
Kroeger was 6-7 from both the field
and the free-throw line for a total of
18 points. This was not the first time
Page led the Vikings in scoring, but
he is one of seven Vikings to lead
the team in scoring this year, once
again exemplifying the contribution
of so many players on this Lawrence
team.
The Vikings, led by captains
Hurley, Rosenblatt, and Kroeger, are
putting together quite the season.
The Vikings are still undefeated
in conference with eight wins and
boast a 13-1 record overall. With
a nine-game winning streak, it is
apparent the Vikings mean business. Much credit is deserved to new
head coach Joel DePagter for putting
together what seems to be a season
to remember.
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78
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Marian		

3
4
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4
4
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Lawrence		
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9
37

Women’s Swimming and
Diving
1st Place

Men’s Swimming and Diving
2nd place

Men’s Indoor Track

16th place out of 18 teams

Women’s Indoor Track

16th place out of 16 teams

standings
Men’s Basketball

Team
MWC 	O’All
Lawrence
8-0
13-1
St. Norbert
6-3
10-6
Grinnell
5-3
10-5
Carroll
5-3
9-5
Lake Forest
5-4
9-7
Knox
4-4
5-10
Monmouth
4-6
4-12
Illinois College
3-6
7-9
Ripon
2-6
7-8
Beloit
1-8
3-13

Women’s Basketball

Team
MWC	O’All
St. Norbert
8-1
12-4
Lake Forest
7-2
13-3
Beloit
7-2
11-5
Carroll
6-2
12-3
Monmouth
5-5
9-8
Illinois College
4-5
8-8
Grinnell
3-5
5-10
Lawrence
1-7
4-11
Ripon
1-7
4-11
Knox
1-7
3-12
Statistics are courtesy of
www.lawrence.edu and
www.midwestconference.
org and are current as of
Jan. 30, 2007

Men's hockey suffers loss, tie to Marian College Sabres
Ted Greeley
Staff Writer

Photo byTed Greeley
Mike Ackley (3) watches as teammate Evan Johnson makes a save Friday.

There is an
equation for the
men’s
hockey
team: Play simple
and finish checks.
When the Vikings
do those two
things they are a
formidable team;
when they don’t,
“unimpressive”
might be appropriate.
This
past
weekend,
the
Vikings played
twice against the
Marian College
Sabres.
Friday
night, they lost 43 at Marian. Down

3-0 in the third period, the Vikings
came back to within one when junior
Nick Jennette scored on a five-onthree at 5:40 into the period. Marian
scored at 10:23 into the period to
take a 4-2 lead.
Although senior Josh Peterson
scored at 13:14 in the third to bring
it within one goal, the Vikings could
not come back to tie. Freshman Evan
Johnson was between the pipes for
Lawrence, making 39 saves, while
Jason Jadczak made 27 saves for
the Sabres.
At home against Marian last
Saturday night, the game went back
and forth. Marian scored the first
goal of the game in the first period at
6:47 on a two-on-one during a Marian
power play. Lawrence responded at
12:24 when freshman Josh DeSmit
jumped on a rebound off a shot
by Peterson on the advantage. Less
than a minute later Lawrence lost

the lead when Marian snuck a puck
past Johnson’s outstretched leg. The
first period ended with the score 2-1
Marian.
Sophomore Marc Howe started
the second period for the Vikings
with a shot five hole that beat the
Marian goaltender at 2:45 into the
second. Marian responded at 3:22 to
retake the lead, but DeSmit added
his second goal of the game at 9:01
on the power play. The Vikings won
the period 2-1, in large part because
they decided to hit and simply got
the puck out when they could. The
score was 3-3 going into the third.
The third period started just like
the second, with Howe scoring. At
0:34 into the period Howe scored
with a shot low blocker side just
as a Lawrence five-on-three expired.
Then, at 11:06, Marian scored after
a minute of sustained pressure on a
shot that nicked a Lawrence player.

Lawrence was unable to get the
puck out because of errant passes
and forwards collapsing into the
zone. Lawrence would have several
chances in the remaining minutes,
but Marian would have sustained
pressure for most of the last three
minutes, and, if not for Johnson’s
defense, Lawrence would have been
down 5-4 with 0:15 left.
The overtime period proved to
be indecisive and the Vikings would
skate off with a 4-4 tie. Johnson
stopped 37 of 41 shots while Marian’s
Cullen Caldwell stopped 26 of 30.
Lawrence plays their final home
games of the season this weekend
against University of MinnesotaCrookston. The games are Friday at
7 p.m. and Saturday at 4 p.m. at the
Appleton Family Ice Center.
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Sports and more

Meet the Coach: Jen Jacobsen

Featured Athlete: Tony Norton
WRESTLING

Cross Country and Track and Field
Travis Fondow
for The Lawrentian

What has been your favorite
sports related moment since coming
to LU?
This one is a tie: Last year, our
Distance Medley Relay took 2nd in
indoor conference-- it was four guys
who gave up individual goals in
order to allow this relay to succeed.
They trained really hard (running
outdoors all winter on a shoveled
track), so it was great to see them
earn medals.
And the second one, at outdoor
conference, our women took 1st-5th6th in triple jump. It was a group of
women who worked so well together
and were committed to helping one
another succeed. Honestly, I don’t
think they cared about the order of
their finish, as long as it was 1-5-6 =
17 points.
So many people see track &
field as an individual sport, but the
greatest moments are the ones that
underscore we are a team.
What are your thoughts on the
upcoming indoor and outdoor track
seasons?
We are looking forward to competing well. One of the challenges
in track & field is getting people to
understand there is no “indoor” season and “outdoor” season, but rather
one season and some of the meets
are indoors and some of the meets
are outdoors. How lucky are we that
we get TWO conference meets? The
athletes who have been with us from
day one are laying a great foundation now and will be able to compete
with their conference competition in
the long haul, because, trust me, we
have seen Beloit, Carroll, Ripon, and
St. Norbert-- they all came back in
shape and their athletes are compet-

Tara Carmody
Staff Writer

ing at a high level right now.
How is the freshman class? Any
new up and coming talent?
We have a lot of talent in our
freshman class, but even more exciting is the sense of commitment
they have. Our freshmen were very
visible in the voluntary training that
bridged fall sports and winter break.
This type of dedication is critical
to compete well in the Midwest
Conference.
Who are the Captains this year,
and what kind of role have they
played?
We are very fortunate in our
captains, Laurel Benson, Ali Blegen,
Russell Geisthardt, and Mike
Pierquet. I give a lot of decisionmaking responsibility to the captains, and they take their roles very
seriously. They spend a lot of time
thinking of ways to help our team.
You probably couldn’t ask for a
stronger group of students, either,
and I don’t think that is a coincidence. Leadership on our team is
not limited to captains, and there
have been a number of other athletes
who have stepped into leadership
roles.
How do you feel the Cross Country
season went?
Cross Country was a very exciting
season for us-- 24 of our 32 runners
were running collegiate cross country for the first time! The energy
and enthusiasm was contagious, not
to mention the team chemistry they
developed. We will miss our seniors
terribly, but we have so many young
runners to carry the program forward and I think there is a renewed
sense of commitment to cross country at Lawrence. I suspect they will
put in a strong summer of training
for this next season.
Do you have any specific goals

Photo courtesy of Lawrence University

for the team this year, or for the
Track and Cross Country programs
in the coming years?
We are looking to build programs that consistently finish in the
top half of the conference in track &
field, and in cross country, we can be
at or near the top every year. That
is very possible and we are off to a
great start. Additionally, we want to
continue recruiting athletes who not
only are students first, but also will
contribute to the life of the campus
community in general. For example,
this year we represent the conservatory, two fraternities, two sororities,
Mortar Board, Pep Band, LCF, The
Lawrentian, WLFM, and the Student
Wellness Committee, just to name
a few. Of course a long-term goal
would be to beat Grinnell (my alma
mater) in cross country!
How is the recruiting coming
along?
We have a wonderful staff of
student callers who connect well
with the prospective students and
communicate their enthusiasm for
Lawrence and our programs. Once
prospective students come onto campus and meet the team, Lawrence
usually rises to the top of their list.
We have a great pool of possibilities
out there, but in the end, our success
is in the hands of 17- and 18-year old
students making the biggest choice
of their lives!

Women’s basketball loses to Illinois, Grinnell
Ted Greeley
Staff Writer

The women’s basketball team
traveled to Illinois College and
Grinnell College this past weekend
for two conference games. In two
back-and-forth battles, the team
ended up on the short end of both
games.
Friday night the team took on
Illinois College. Lawrence quickly
jumped to an early lead, up by as
many as seven, but Illinois College
battled back, taking the lead with
4:16 left in the first half. The score at
halftime had Lawrence down 40-28.
Lawrence opened the second
half scoring 17 points in the first
seven minutes, to bring the game to
47-45. Lawrence took the lead briefly
with 5:56 left on a jumper by senior
Kelly Mulcahy to make the score 60-

59, but a 9-0 run by Illinois College
put Lawrence behind for good. The
final score was 76-67.
Lawrence was led by Mulcahy
and sophomore Caresse Reiland,
who put up 24 and 23 points respectively. Illinois College had no one
to cover the pair of Mulcahy and
Reiland effectively.
The return of senior Jenny Stoner
to the court was a welcome sight for
the Vikes. Stoner suffered a wrist
injury earlier in the season that
has kept her sidelined since before
winter break.
Saturday night, the Vikings battled Grinnell in a close game. The
game was up and down for the
Vikings, with five lead changes in the
first half. The score at halftime was
38-37 Grinnell.
In the second half, Grinnell shot

out to an early lead, but Lawrence
battled back, tying the game on
several occasions and taking the
lead briefly with 3:07 left. Grinnell’s
ability to hit big shots down the
stretch ultimately led to a 78-72
Viking loss.
Stoner was a huge asset for
the Vikings, covering Grinnell star
Hannah Wolf. Stoner limited Wolf to
16 points on the night; the previous
game against Lawrence, Wolf put
up 38. Four Vikings put up doubledigit points, led by Reiland with 19.
Stoner led the team with nine boards
and seven assists.
The Vikings were in De Pere
Thursday for a game with St. Norbert
College. They face Carroll College at
Alexander Gymnasium this Saturday
at 2 p.m.

Lawrence wrestling drops to UW-Platteville
Ben Webster
Staff Writer

This past weekend the Lawrence
wrestling team squared off against
a tough opponent in UW-Platteville.
There was an exuberant crowd on
hand in the heated wrestling room
at Alexander Gym.
Lawrence was nudged out in
points 37 to 9, but not without a
hearty effort from each and every
wrestler. You could sense the frustration mounting from the outnumbered Lawrence bench as they
watched their record slide to 1-6, 0-4
WIAC, but there were several positives to draw from the match.
Wrestling at 285 pounds, junior

11
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Jeremy Reider
defeated Paul
Wochinksi 31 in overtime.
He proved to
be the better of the big
men, maneuvering and
using wits to
stall for the
victory. Senior
Jack Peters
improved
his
record
by
defeating
Mike
Jackowski 7-6
in the 197-

How is this season going for you
compared to last year?
So far this year I have been much
more consistent as opposed to last
year. I’ve had more quality victories
and have done a better job of establishing myself as a contender.
What are your goals for this season?
My goal is always to make nationals, and with the guys we have this
year I’m really hoping to have a teammate going with me.
What is your favorite team memory?
My favorite team memory would
Photo courtesy of Tara Carmody
have to be our trip to Florida my
freshman year. We wrestled well as a team and during our off-days we had a
blast mini-golfing, spilling jellybeans at Walgreens, and taking down Kenny
Hamm at Bush Gardens.
Would you rather be able to foretell the future or have all the money you
will ever need and why?
I’d rather have the money simply because I like having things surprise
me. I would be bored if I knew everything before it happened. There is no
surprise or anticipation there.
Would you rather be able to stop time while you slept or never need to
do laundry and why?
Never need to do laundry. I like to use sleeping as a way to pass the time
and every time I do laundry I lose socks. It’s terrible.
What is your favorite thing about Lawrence?
I’d have to say security. They are all pretty cool and once you become
friends with them they pretty much let you get away with anything. Trust
me it works.
Any thoughts on the season so far?
Our season so far has been very up and down but there is a ton of
promise in some of our younger guys as well as some older guys who
came back to the team this year. Our leaders are also stepping up at crucial
times.

Featured Athlete: Mollie Bodin
SWIMMING

Tara Carmody
Staff Writer

What are your thoughts on the
new coach this year?
I really like him and what he
has done with the program. We’re
getting worked extremely hard and
we’re going to conference knowing
we worked harder than anyone there.
You don’t get that feeling too often.
What is your favorite event and
why?
Either the 50 or 100 freestyle,
I just like to go in and get it done.
Splash and dash, turn and burn…
Would you rather be able to foretell the future or have all the money
you will ever need and why?
I would rather be able to foretell
the future because if for some reason
I knew that I needed to worry about
Photo courtesy of Mollie Bodin
money I could just foretell the lottery.
Plus I could foretell other sweet things….
Would you rather be able to stop time while you slept or never need to
do laundry and why?
I think that, considering I don’t do laundry enough or correctly anyway,
I might as well stop time.
What is your favorite thing about Lawrence?
I like how it’s kind of a little community that I am a part of rather than
just being at school.
Who is your favorite athlete, why?
Eli Manning — just kidding! My all time favorite athlete is a swimmer
by the name of Amy VanDyken because she got beat by Inge Debrijn in the
50 freestyle during the 1996 Olympics, and her response to reporters was,
“If I were a man I could swim that fast too.”
pound weight class match. He took
the lead in the last period with a
perfectly timed attack, shooting the
legs for a takedown.
When junior Tony Norton walked
into the circle wrestling at 149
pounds, he looked prepared to wrestle his opponent Dillon Pontnack. He
was a more aggressive wrestler, controlling the tempo of the match.
Sophomore Sam Laes lost 9-8 in
a skillfully wrestled match, moving
his record to 15-6.
The rest of the LU wrestlers had
a difficult time against the talented
UW-Platteville team. Junior wrestler

Evan Neuens, who wrestled up in
weight (165 pounds) against ranked
opponent Carsten Carlsen, is deftly
aware of what the team needs.
He commented, “Not to take anything away from those guys — they
were good — but it is tough to get
wins when people have to wrestle up
in weight and you give up three wins
by forfeit.” That sums up the meet
well, considering that Lawrence had
three wins.
The men wrestle at the Wheaton
Invitational February 1-2.
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What’s on your iPod?: Maggie Spiker
1. “Speak for Me,” Cat Power
This song is off the “You Are Free”
album, and I can listen to the whole
thing over and over. She has this
beautiful, almost ethereal voice. The
accompanying instruments (especially the lo-fi-sounding guitar) add
a unique element.
2. “Gigantic,” The Pixies
One of my all-time favorite songs.
I’ve been listening to this since middle school. They were a huge influence on contemporary alternative
rock.

3. “Heartsprings,” Heiruspecs
A Minnesotan indie rap group — I
grew up there and my friends all
listened to Atmosphere, Eyedea, and
things like that. I love them because
they’re unique and incorporate a lot
of cool sounds into their music.
5. “My Moon My Man,” Feist
Feist is famous for her iPod commercial, but this is totally different. I
like this song because of the chorus
especially, and the lyrics. She has a
great voice.
6. “Heart of Hearts,” !!!
I saw these guys at Lollapalooza last

summer and they put on a great
show. The guy is absolutely nuts.
This song makes me want to get up
and dance!
7. “M.C.,” Café Tacuba
I’m a sucker for cello, and this is a
beautiful piece. No lyrics involved,
but it is haunting and it gets stuck
in my head for days.
8. “At Last,” Etta James
This has to be the most romantic
song. It reminds me of dancing outside on a summer night underneath
the stars. Kind of lame, but it makes
me smile.

9. “Hyperballad,” Björk
Everyone gives Björk a bad rap, but
she is a truly talented artist. She’s
the definition of ‘quirky.’ Her lyrics are strange but beautiful. This
song reminds me of driving down
Lakeshore Drive in Chicago with my
sister.
10. “Just like Heaven,” The Cure
Another one of my all-time faves.
The Cure helped pioneer entirely
new genres of music and were constantly reinventing themselves. It’s
like falling in love every time I hear
it.

Letter to the Editor: Diversity an issue?
My heart skipped two beats
when I read the front-page headline
of this week’s Lawrentian: “Actress
inspires Appleton community to
embrace diversity.” I had no idea
that Appleton had been shunning
diversity to begin with, so imagine
my surprise when I found out that
not only had we not been embracing
diversity, but that one woman was
able to inspire an entire community
to flip this tradition around and give
diversity a great big bear hug.
My mind was a blur as I pondered how this actress could have
accomplished so much in so little
time — had she gone door to door,
explaining to each Appletonian
how and why diversity ought to be
embraced?
Or perhaps she took a more jarring route; something along the lines
of throwing a trash can through the
window of Sal’s Pizzeria, à la Spike
Lee’s character in “Do the Right
Thing,” thus somehow bringing the
discussion of diversity to the fore-

front.
Regardless, this Miracle Actress
clearly brought something to the
Appleton community on Martin
Luther King Jr. Day that no Martin
Luther King Jr. Day speaker had
brought before.
I devoured the first paragraph,
aching to know what miracle hath
transpired:
“Actress, comedian, and media
personality Nancy Giles had the audience laughing and holding hands
during her keynote address at the
Martin Luther King Jr. Day service
on Monday evening. A diverse crosssection of the Appleton community
was represented at the event, held in
the Memorial Chapel.”
Hold the proverbial phone.
Not only is this miracle woman an
actress, but also a comedian and
media personality? Moreover, by the
end of the ceremony, the entire audience was both laughing and holding
hands (presumably unprompted by
Giles, the Miracle Actress)? This is

incredible.
My ecstatic internal celebration
of the Miracle Actress was soon
halted, however, when a thought
occurred to me: Sure, her service
was miraculous, but it’s not like a
diverse cross-section of the Appleton
community was represented at the
event.
Chances are the only people
who showed up were a few atypical Appletonians and a bunch of
no-good jerks from Oshkosh. As I
silently wept, bemoaning the lack of a
diverse cross-section of the Appleton
community being represented at the
event, my mind raced back to the
last sentence of the aforementioned
paragraph: “A diverse cross-section
of the Appleton community was
represented at the event, held in the
Memorial Chapel.”
“Oh glorious God who smiles
upon me this night,” I exclaimed
emphatically. “Thank you for giving
unto us this Miracle Actress who, in
a ceremony attended by a diverse

cross-section of the Appleton
community, hath single-handedly
inspired the Appleton community to
embrace diversity.” I collapsed then
in my euphoria.
Dieter Huneryager

Words from a
Founding Father

What would
you do with
the money
from your
tax rebate to
stimulate the
economy?

“I’d buy a lot of booze and
smokes”
-Patrick Timmons
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